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Curriculum Vitae 

Rachel Sweeney 
 

www.rachelsweeney.org 
rachsweeney2021@gmail.com 

07792848869 
 
  

 
 
Education 
2003 - 2009 Practice as Research PhD, Middlesex University, UK. Title: The Role of Physical 

Consciousness in Butoh (Arts and Humanities Research Council funded).  
2001 – 2002 MA Dance Studies at University of Surrey, UK     
1993 - 1996 BA Theatre Studies at Dartington College of Arts, UK  
 
 
Employment 
2026 –            Senior Lecturer for the PG Diploma in Waldorf Education and Creative Pedagogies  

           through the Waldorf Learning Foundation and Bath Spa University. 
 
2022 - 2024 Head of Academic Programmes at Schumacher College, Devon. 
 
2021 - 2024 Senior Lecturer and Program Lead, Masters in Movement Mind and Ecology,  

Head of Programmes, Schumacher College.  
 
2009 - 2021 Senior Lecturer and Subject Leader in Dance at the School of Creative and Performing 

Arts, Liverpool Hope University, UK.  
 
2017-2019  MA in Performance Practices supervisor, School of Creative and Performing Arts, 

Liverpool Hope University.  
 
2019-2021 Faculty Senior Academic Advisor, School of Creative and Performing Arts, Liverpool 

Hope University.  
 
 
Examining / Academic Supervision 
2024  External PhD Examiner for Fabienne Formosa, Department of Visual Cultures  

Goldsmiths, University of London. 
 
2024  External MPhil Examiner for Kelly Hansen, Department of Visual Art, Burren College of  

Art, NUIG, Ireland. 
 
2023  External PhD Examiner for Ben Skinner, School of Performance and Cultural Industries, 

University of Leeds. 
 
2020 External Examiner for BA in Ballet at Brighton Theatre Academy, accredited through 

Bath Spa University. 

http://www.rachelsweeney.org/
mailto:rachsweeney2021@gmail.com
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2019 External PhD Examiner for Eleni Kolliopoulou, Faculty of Arts and Humanities: 

Department of Drama & Art and Design, University of Ulster. 

2019-2023 Internal PhD supervisor for Louise Fielder, through the Department of Dance Drama and 
Theatre Studies, Liverpool Hope University (title: Intercultural choreographic dialogue: 
Reconceptualisation of cultural relations through ‘Māori-centred research). 

 
2018-2021 External Examiner for BA in Dance and Theatre, Edinburgh College. 
 
2015-2018 External Examiner for undergraduate dance and theatre programs at the Faculty of Arts, 

Design and Social Sciences at the University of Northumbria. 
 
2013-2016  External Examiner, Department of Dance and Acting Studies, Leicester College/De 

Montford University, Leicester, UK. 
 
 
Research Posts 
2012 Research Fellowship at Humanities Research Centre, Australian National University, 

Canberra. Research Theme: Topographic Choreographies: Staging arts ecology through 
transnational terrain performance practices.  

 
2007/08  Centre Fellow at the Centre for Sustainable Futures, University of Plymouth.  

Embedding Sustainability initiatives across campus and community.  
 

Professional Dance engagement 

2024-25           Creative Ireland funded post with Co-Creative Lab Creative Collaborator Project Kildare  
County Council Climate Action Team, Maynooth University School of Business. 

 
2025  Arts Council of Ireland funded Arts and Health residency with Creative Places Tipperary. 
 
2025  Choreographer and Assistant Director for Waterford Youth Arts, Ireland. 
 
2021               Guest Artist and Symposium Chair, JOLT Dance Festival with Dance Waterford and    
                       Garter Lane Theatre, Ireland.  
 
 Jan 2019  
  

Choreographer in Residence for Espiral Dance Company, Matanzas, Cuba.  

June 2016  

  

Arts Residency, Theatr Ardudwy, Wales with Butoh dancer Sayoko Onishi and Anoikis 
Contemporary Dance Company (Arts Council of England). 
  

July 2013   Solo Artist commission for DANscienCE Festival in Canberra, ACT, supported by the  
Australian Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO).  

  
2008-09           Dance Artist in Residence at Belltable Arts Centre. ‘Multiplicitous Sites’  

interdisciplinary movement research program with the Irish Institute for Peace Studies 
and Daghdha Dance artists mentoring program.  

https://garterlane.ie/events/jolt-dance-week-symposium-2021/
https://garterlane.ie/events/jolt-dance-week-symposium-2021/
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Practice-based Research Projects 
2018 -              Co-Director of The Floating Village community environmental arts organisation (IRL).   
                        Commissions: 2021 ‘Our Water Time’ Creative Ireland; 2022 ‘Ode to Lickeen Lake’  

public participatory project, Local Authorities Water Project (LAWPRO).  
https://www.thefloatingvillage.net/  

 
2019 - 2021 Working member of the Swedish-Irish arts and archaeology research group Karum 

Creevagh https://experimentalheritage.com/ 

2018 – 2019 Liverpool Hope University research program, Nature to Nurture, a longitudinal study of 
childhood education development comparing outdoor nursery training to conventional 
schooling through collaboration with a team of researchers from Psychology, Health 
Science and Education, and Theatre Studies, led by Senior Lecturer in Early Childhood 
Studies Dr Babs Anderson.  

2012                 Associate Artist with the Environment Studio, Arts School, Australian National  
                         University, ‘Contested Landscapes Project’, West Sydney, South East Coastal 
                         Management Field Studies Program, Eden, NSW.  
 
 
 
Publications (selection) 
2020               Migrating Gestures: Body Weather as a cartographic process within interdisciplinary    

pedagogy http://dancercitizen.org/issue-10/rachel-sweeney/  
 

2019 Rhythm in Motion: developing English skills through music and creative movement. 
Creative Arts Education Therapy Vol 5(2):134–142  

 
2018               ‘Dance Ecology as a Live Research Practice’ (eds) McGrath, A. & Meehan, E. in  

Dance Matters in Ireland: Contemporary Dance Performance and Practice, Palgrave 
Macmillan, London, January 2018. 

 
2017   ‘Animate Shadows: exploring synaesthesia and kinaesthesia within digital dance.’  
   http://people.brunel.ac.uk/bst/vol16/  
 
2013 ‘Topophilia and Topophobia; charting site-based dance on the vertical’ in the Journal of 

Dance and Somatic Practices Intellect Press, UK. Vol. 5 Issue 2, December 2013. 
 
2012 ‘Tracking Entities: choreography as a cartographic process’ in Choreographic Practices 

Vol 2: 2012 Intellect Press, UK. Editors Jane Bacon and Vida Midgelow.  
 
2012       ‘Distilling Principles – an investigation into the role of consciousness in Butoh training’ 

in Theatre Dance and Performance Training Vol. 3 Issue 1, March 2012. 
 
  
 

https://www.thefloatingvillage.net/
https://experimentalheritage.com/
http://dancercitizen.org/issue-10/rachel-sweeney/
http://people.brunel.ac.uk/bst/vol16/
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Conference Papers / Talks (selection) 
 
Sept 2025 ‘The role of Eco Pedagogy in Arts Education’ Public Symposium of the Japan Academy  

of Sciences: Environment and SDGs Education Conference through Multigenerational 
and Multidisciplinary Exchange. 
 

Nov 2024        ‘Braiding Sweetgrass; deepening our ecological understanding of embodied practices of  
exchange, reciprocity and care’ Inclusive Ecology series, in partnership with the NYU 
Shanghai Reads program, Shanghai. 

 
 
Jan 2023 ‘Unearthing: developing social permaculture philosophy and principles through shared  

movement practice’ Workshop presentation, Oxford Real Farming Conference. 
 
July 2022 Embodied Ecology / Deep encounters in hybrid place(s): Re-Imagining Education 

 online conference. 
 
Nov 2019 ‘Migrating Gestures: Choreography as a Cartographic Practice’ at Co-Motion: Dance and 

Borders an all-Ireland dance conference, Belfast International Arts Festival and Queen’s 
University Belfast. 

Nov 2018 ‘Body Weather as a cartographic process within interdisciplinary pedagogy’ at Modes of 
Capture conference, Irish World Academy of Music and Dance, University of Limerick. 

June 2018 ‘Dance Ecology as a Live Research Practice’ at Dance Research Forum Ireland 
Conference, University of Limerick. 

July 2015 ‘Corporeography and writing through (in)tensities’ at Performance Studies International 
Beyond Contamination - Corporeality, Spirituality and Pilgrimage in Northern Japan. 
PSI 2015 conference Tohoku, Japan.  

 
July 2013 ‘SKIN CITY: globalised spectatorship within immersive theatre practice’ – at Crisis, 

Civility, Imaginaries and Revolt: New Politics for the Global City?, Humanities Research 
Centre, Australian National University, Canberra.  

 
Nov 2012  ‘Surface Tensions: mapping flood landscapes through motion’ Guest speaker at the 

Human Ecology Forum seminar series, Fenner School of Environmental Studies, 
Australian National University. 

 
Continuing Professional Development 
2024 DEEP TIME WALK Earth Science Facilitation Training Certificate.  
2024 ALL INCLUSIVE CEILI adapted movement training certificate with AID (All Ireland 

Dance).  
  
Networks  
Regenerative Learning Network   
INASTE International Network for Academic Steiner Teacher Education 
Foundation for Community Dance 
 

http://hrc.anu.edu.au/global-city
http://hrc.anu.edu.au/global-city


 5 

 
 
Professional Membership  
2019 Board Member, Lisa Simpson Dance Company 
2017 North West Higher Education Dance Forum 
2016 Associate Fellow of the Higher Education Academy 
2015 Advisory Panel member for Milapfest Indian Arts 
2012 Associate Artist, PLaCE International Research Centre, University of West England  
2011 Associate Artist, Environment Studio, School of Arts, Australian National University  
2007-09 Experiential Learning Network, Education Department, University of Plymouth  


